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or cut back.

years.

of the economic recession.

m

we're saying, ‘Brace for $7 billion.

That reality means two Catholic public
policy organizations will be playing a lot of
defense in coming months, working to ensure
that funding isn’t cut for programs that help low-income people,
despite the poor economy and state budget deficit.

“Just a few months ago, we were afraid that it was going to be a $4 billion deficit,” said
Patrick Ness, public policy manager for Catholic Charities” Office for Social Justice. “Now

Every odd-numbered year, the Minnesota State Legislature creates a two-year budget,
which means this year legislators will draw up a spending plan through June 2011. The
state’s fiscal year begins July 1 and ends June 30.

Thus far, Gov. Tim Pawlenty has cut $271.4 million from a deficit acquired during the current
fiscal year. He also plans to use the remaining $155 million from the state’s reserves to address the
problem. Minnesota law requires the state to have a balanced budget.
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Tightening the belt

Waith state legislators focused on a
huge budget deficit, Catholic groups
hope poor aren’t squeezed too tightly

In a budget year when Minnesota lawmakers typically dole out dollars
to fund programs, they will be looking instead for places to cut,

With the start of the 2009 legislative session Jan. 6,
lawmakers must address a projected state
budget shortfall of $5.7 billion

over the next two-and-a-half

Some experts expect the budget shortfall to increase to $7 billion — or 15 to 20 percent of the
budget — when the next financial forecast is released in February. The deficit is largely a result

Dominican sisters to leave Our Lady of Good Counsel Home

Franciscan Health Community
to assume operation of

St. Paul cancer home

pending Vatican approval

By Julie Carroll
The Catholic Spirit

After 67 years of providing free care for
terminal cancer patients at Our Lady of
Good Counsel Home in St. Paul, the
Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne are turn-
ing over leadership of the cancer home,
according to a Jan. 6 press release.

Franciscan Health Community in St. Paul
will assume operation of Our Lady of Good
Counsel Home, pending approval by the
Vatican, the release said.

‘Their love for their
patients, just to help
them pass to eternal

life, was always so
o "
beautiful to me.

JOAN DECKER
Our Lady of Good Counsel volunteer

Franciscan Health Community provides
senior housing and services, including
skilled nursing care, home health care, tran-
sitional care, meal delivery and hospice. It is

an affiliate of Catholic Senior Services, the
outreach program created by the
Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis to
meet the growing need for quality senior
housing and services.

Joe Stanislav, president and CEO of
Franciscan Health Community, said he
began negotiations with the archdiocese
about six months ago.

“Our goal is as much as possible to try to
follow [the sisters’] legacy there,” Stanislav
said in a phone interview. “There will prob-
ably be some minor changes, but all in all
we think the care and the reputation of the
home have been so wonderful all these
years. We really thought, as an organization,
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Faith questions bore fruitful discussions

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

one from a sarcoma cancer support
group suggested that one way to help
was to organize meals for the family.

Andrea Massari, who met Emilie
through an early childhood family edu-
cation class and organized a continuing
play group for the children in the group,
said she picked up the task because she is
an organizer by nature.

Besides continuing to organize meals
for Steve and the boys, Massari, 32, said
she wants to keep Daniel and Benjamin
involved in the play group, and to keep
Steve in their lives as well.

“I really admired the amount of effort
[Emilie] put into her parenting deci-
sions,” Massari said. “Her parenting style
was thoughtful. Every decision she made
for those boys had a lot of thought
behind it and research.”

Massari also appreciated Emilie’s hon-
esty about her faith.

“She questioned her faith just as I was
questioning my faith,” Massari said.
“She helped me to achieve some clarity
on what I believe and what I think.”

A self-admitted lapsed Catholic,
Massari said she is looking at returning
to the church because she believes it is
important for children to have that faith
structure. She and her husband, Aaron,
have a daughter, Calla, 18 months, and

a child on the way.

“While being a very spiritual and
faithful person, [Emilie] had her own
questions and that was comforting to
me, that someone with as strong a faith
as she had questions,” she said.

Freelance writer Roxane Salonen was
among the many people who never met
Emilie in person but talked with her
electronically. Both belonged to a writers
group, and when Emilie was diagnosed
with cancer, Salonen, who is a member
of Sts. Anne and Joachim in Fargo, N.D.,
with her husband, Troy, and their five
children, was drawn to her because both
of the 40-year-old mothers were wean-
ing their children.

“Emilie showed me and reminded me
that sometimes being at home, being
with her children, engaging in life fully
where we're at is how we intermingle
with the world and with God,” she said.

Emilie’s honest, creative writing drew
an amazing amount of support, Massari
said. People who never met Emilie want-
ed to do something.

So, in June, Rodenberg and two of
Emilie’s close childhood friends set up a
fund to which people could contribute.
Donations may be sent to: “Emilie’s
Fund” (fund No. 123), Care of TCF Bank,
2163 Ford Parkway, St. Paul, MN 55116.

Sisters cared for nearly 10,000 patients

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

that we’d love to see that continue, and
we feel like we have the means to do
that.”

Stanislav said under his organization’s
leadership, Our Lady of Good Counsel
Home will continue to provide free care
for patients and their families.

Our Lady of Good Counsel opened on
Pearl Harbor Day, Dec. 7, 1941, with five
sisters. Over the years, the home has
served nearly 10,000 patients, according
to Kay O’Keefe, OLGC chairperson.

In his column in this issue of The
Catholic Spirit (see page 2), Archbishop
John Nienstedt said that the order’s
provincial informed him of the decision
to leave Our Lady of Good Counsel last
May due to declining membership in the
order, reducing the number of cancer
homes the sisters run in the United
States and Africa to four. In recent years,
the order has closed two cancer homes
— in Ohio and Massachusetts.

The six Hawthorne Dominican sisters
currently serving at Our Lady of Good
Counsel Home will return to their
motherhouse in New York.

When Joan Decker, who began volun-
teering at Our Lady of Good Counsel
Home 28 years ago, learned that the sis-
ters would be leaving St. Paul, she said,
“It broke my heart.”

Over the years, the junior-high reli-
gion teacher at St. Agnes School in St.
Paul has volunteered at Our Lady of
Good Counsel in different capacities,
such as ironing the sisters’ habits and or-
ganizing a softball tournament to raise
money for their ministry.

The sisters are like part of her family,
said Decker, whose son, Dominic, 21, is
named after the sisters’ order; her son,
Patrick, is named after the late Sister
Mary Patrick, with whom Decker was
especially close.

The sisters attended important family
functions, such as graduations and first
Communions, and also cared for
Decker’s father in his final days before he
died from lung cancer in 2004.

“On any given day, you'd see the sis-
ters rubbing the backs of the patients and
just comforting them in their final hours
and treating them just like they were our
Lord,” said Decker. “Their love for their
patients, just to help them pass to eternal
life, was always so beautiful to me.

“I'd say to them, ‘How can you do this
day in and day out and be so joyful?”
Decker added. “And they’d say, ‘Because
we're helping people get to heaven.””

The sisters declined to comment on
the transition until the Vatican gives
them permission.

Classified Ads

Next issue: January 15

classifiedads@archspm.org -

 Deadline: 5 p.m. January 9

nearly 90,000 homes with Minnesota’s largest paid weekly newspaper

Phone: (651) 290-1631 < Fax: (651) 291-4457

Rates: $7 per line (35-40 characters per line)

B  ACCESSIBILITY SOLUTIONS MW

] CARPETING ]

B EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES M

] FOR RENT ]

] PRAYERS ]

STAIR LIFTS - ELEVATORS -
WHEELCHAIR LIFTS
FOR HOMES, CHURCHES & SCHOOLS
Arrow Lift 763-786-2780 10105

CARPET LADY will beat anyone’s price!
Carpet, pad & full installation included.
Call Barb and Shop at Home! (952) 888-
5409. 1384

B  CEMETERY LOTSFORSALE N

] ANTIQUES ]

TOP CASH PAID For Older Furniture — Rugs
— Pictures — Glassware — Pottery — Beer
Items — Toys & Misc. (651) 227-2469 4185

Best Prices for pre-1960 TOYS « POTTERY °
GLASS ¢ small unusual items. Free house
calls to all TC metro. FRED and BONNIE
(763) 542-3238. 5291

| ATTORNEY ]

Calvary Cemetery. Two graves: one full
$1300, one cremation $650. Peggy (651)
735-7881.

] DVD TRANSFER ]

Don't Let Your Movies Decay
Transfer Them to DVD Today!

For quality transfers at great prices call
Astound Video Duplication and Transfer at
(651) 644-2412. 623

Personal Care Attendant (PCA) Position
Available. Two boys (ages 6 and 4) with
special needs located in New Hope.
Looking for PCA (female) to assist mother
with their care and light household duties.
Looking for someone available full-time
(part-time hours available also). Days
(Mon. - Fri., 9 am - 5 pm) and every other
Sat. morning (9 am - 2 pm). Must have
experience with children. Experience with
special-needs children is helpful but not
required. Most important is a love of chil-
dren and a wilingness to help and learn.
Pay is $12.55 hour - no benefits. Call Paula
at (763) 537-7086 for more information or
to set up an interview. 503

] EMPLOYMENT WANTED ]

Edward F. Gross Wills, Trusts, Probate,

Estate Planning, Real Estate. Office at 35E

& Roselawn Ave., St. Paul (651) 631-0616.
11270

] BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY ]

Successful Home Based Business looking
for help in this area. Not a MLM scheme.
No selling. No Risk. Satisfaction guaran-
teed. Perfect for Moms, Retirees & others.
Work from home. Call 651-261-0251.

AWESOME JOB OPPORTUNITY!
Work from home, make a difference in
people’s lives and earn anincome. Call 1-
888-315-5493.

B EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES M

The Church of $t. Anne in Hamel seeks a
part-time  Organist & Choir Director.
Responsibilities include selecting appropri-
ate music for weekend Masses and Holy
Days. Salary is competitive and on a per-
fime basis. St. Anne's is close to Hwy. 55 &
101 in Hamel. Position available immedi-
ately. Call  763-478-6644 or  email
office@saintfannehamel.org 31101

Accompanist job opening at St. Thomas
Aquinas Church. Weekly rehearsals and
weekend services. Must sight-read.
WWW.ST-THOMAS-AQUINAS.COM. (651) 459-2131
x 107. E-mail: RMEDRUD1@ST-THOMAS-AQUINAS.
COM. 30511

Accomplished Organist, Choral Director
and Sacred Vocalist with 21 years of Parish
experience seeking a Parish with a tradi-
tional style of music and Liturgy to lead
assemblies singing music at Mass. Philip
(612) 670-3724 or email: PhilipLowel@
AOL.com 3942

] ESTATE PLANNING L

DISCOURAGED BY CD RATES? You can re-

ceive a higher rate (5.7% to 10.5%), a guar-

anfeed income for life and give fo your

favorite Catholic charity — including your

parish — with a Charitable Gift Annuity. For

more information, contact the:

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

(651) 389-0877 6433

Check out the Classified Ads on the Web:
www.thecatholicspirit.com

Room for Rent in New Eagan Home. Incl.
Priv. Bath, garage for $650/mo. Non-smok-
er, quiet M/F, open fo background check.
Call (651) 470-2403.

B  GREAT CATHOLIC SPEAKERS N

CD of the Month Club
Lighthouse Catholic Media
Scott Hahn, Jeff Cavins
Fr. Corapi and more!
$5/month includes shipping
Subscribe online at
www.LighthouseCatholicMedia.com
Please Enter Code: 1195

NOTICE: Prayers must be submitted in
advance. Payment of $7 per line must be
received before publication.

] SKIING/SNOMOBILING L

GIANTS RIDGE SKI RESORT. Fabulous condo on lake. ALL
winter sports. Discount rates. Joanie 651-484-7173. 1816

B  SOCIAL DANCE INSTRUCTION W

Learn basic swing, waltz, rumba, etc. in a pri-
vate home setting. Absolute beginners and
wedding parties welcome. WWW.TWORIGHTFEET
DANCE.COM. (612) 824-1800. 10374

] HANDYMAN ]

WE DO 1,162 THINGS AROUND THE HOME!
Catholic Owned Handyman Business. We
will fix/repair/REMODEL almost anything
around the home. Serving entire Metro.
Call today. Mention this ad and receive
10% off labor. Handyman Matters (651)
784-3777. 10939

] VACATION RENTALS ]

CHARMING NAPLES CONDO
Olde Naples Florida, Elegant 2BD/2BA
Pool, 8 blks to Gulf, 3 blks to 5th Ave.
$3000-3600 Monthly 262-786-9521

] HOUSECLEANING ]

] WANTED TO BUY L]

50% off first cleaning. Reliable and
Experienced. Call for details (612) 802-6018.

| PAINTING ]

Merriam Park Painting. Professional Int./
Ext. Painting. WP Hanging. Moderate Prices,
Free Estimates. Call Ed (651) 224-3660.

PAINTING BY JERRY WIND. Int./ext. paint-
ing, wallpapering, wood stripping & refin-
ishing, plaster & sheetrock repair. Cour-
teous, experienced craftsmen. Call 651-
699-6140 or 612-827-6140. 7521

$$$ for OLD Sewing Machines, Patterns,
Hankies, Jewelry, Vintage Paper Items,
Photos, Letters, Stamps, Postcards. Beth
(612)827-3796. 3919

] WEB SERVICES ]

NEED A WEBSITE?
PROFESSIONAL and AFFORDABLE website
design. Specializing in Catholic parishes,
schools and non-profit organizations. Call
DigiCentral Services today atf (651) 328-
0869 or e-mail INFO@DIGICENTRALSER
VICES.COM. 5037
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